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13. I think that I have said enough to show that
in the preparation of trade statistics there are neces-
sarily limitations which make absolute accuracy
impossible. The Indian figures probably approach
to accuracy as nearly as those of any other country.
But, in using- them to form any deductions in
connection with the balance of trade, we must
bear in mind the qualifications to which they are
subject. There is also another well-recognised
difficulty in the use of trade statistics to which a
brief reference may be interesting, though it is of
a somewhat different nature to those dealt with
above. This is the difficulty of making the data
complete as regards particular countries traded
with. The main returns of India's trade with
other countries at present group* the figures for
imports according to the country of shipment and
those for exports according to the country of dis-
charge. Supplementary tables give information
regarding the countries of "consignment" and
u final destination " respectively. In spite, how-
ever, of the willingness of merchants to give cor-
rect information, there can be no doubt that the
results are still obscured by incomplete returns.
As an example of this the Indian figures for the

* It has recently been decided to adopt the method of registration
of Indian trade statistics according to the countries of consignment
and final destination as a permanent arrangement in the main returns.
The change came into force on the ist April 1911, when the old
system of registration was abandoned.
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